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The  Chairman  &  members , 

Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  31st.  December,  i960  in 
accordance  with  Regulation  15(5)  of  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

Copies  of  the  Report  are  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  Ministry  of  Agriculture, Fisheries 
and  Food,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government  and 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories;  a  copy  is  also  sent  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  report  of  Mr,  R,S.  Pierce,  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  is  incorporated  and  provides 
detailed  information  on  environmental  public  health  within 
the  Rural  District. 

I  Y/ish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Pierce 
and  the  Staff  of  the  Council  during  the  year  under  review. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.L.  Broomhead, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(a)  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


C. L.  Broomhead,  T.D. ,  M.D.,  B.Ch.,D.P.Ha 

Official  address:-  5?  High  Street ,  Chippenham 

Telephone  :  Chippenham  2821 
extn,  49« 

Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Caine,  Chippenham  and  Malmesbury  and  the  Rural  District 
of  Caine  &  Chippenham;  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer,  County  of  Wiltshire. 

(b)  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  &  SURVEYOR 

R.S.  Pierce,  Cert.  S0I0BC,  Meat  &  Other  Food  Inspector’s 

Cert. 

(c)  DEPUTY  SURVEYOR 

D. G-.  Davies,  Cert.  S.I.B.  ,  Meat  &  Other  Food  Inspector’s 

Cert. 

(d)  ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

R. To  Baynham,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  Meat  &  Other  Food  Inspector’s 

Cert. 

Diploma  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for 
Smoke  Inspectors. 

(e)  SECRETARY  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

S. Q-oV.  Williamson,  Cert,  R,I,P,H.H, 

(f)  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANT 


C.C.  Matthews* 


The  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  deals  with 
all  matters  relating  to  public  health. 
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Apart  from  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  Dysentery,  the  Rural 
District  was  particularly  free  of  infections  during  i960;  in 
fact  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  lower 
than  during  any  year  since  1957. 

Nevertheless  it  should  he  appreciated  that  this  fortunate 
state  of  affairs  will  not  continue  unless  a  large  proportion 
of  the  child  population  is  kept  fully  immunised  against  Small¬ 
pox,  Diphtheria,  Poliomyelitis  and  Whooping  Cough. 

The  importance  of  giving  a  re-inforcing  dose  of  Diphtheria 
prophylactic  to  children  about  to  enter  school  is  as  great  as 
ever.  School  age  is  important  for  a  child  as  he  there  meets 
most  of  the  ills  of  childhood  having  been  removed  from  the 
shelter  of  the  family  circle. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  course  of  vaccination 
against  Poliomyelitis  now  advised  has  produced  substantial 
protection,  yet,  as  in  Diphtheria,  it  is  most  important  that 
parents  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  for  this  prophy¬ 
laxis  and  do  not  wait  until  an  outbreak  has  occurred  before 
presenting  themselves  and  their  children  for  immunisation. 

The  speed  of  modern  air  travel  and  the  possibility  of  an 
incubating  case  of  Smallpox  reaching  this  country  without 
detection,  makes  satisfactory  vaccination  against  this  serious 
and  sometimes  fatal  infection,  still  essential  for  all  infants. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  notified  as  compared  with  the  numbers  notified  during 
1959o  The  number  of  tuberculous  persons  living  in  the  Rural 
District  during  i960  showed,  according  to  the  Register,  a 
slight  reduction,  ie  63 ,  by  comparison  with  a  total  of  65  at 
the  end  of  1959?  It  should  be  noted  that  those  school  children 
in  the  thirteen  year  age  group  who  are  found  lacking  the 
necessary  immunity,  should  receive  B.C.G.  immunisation  before 
they  leave  school.  Additional  comment  on  Tuberculosis  will  be 
found  in  the  substance  of  tins  report. 

The  birth  rate  showed  an  increase  by  comparison  with  the 
rate  of  18.6  for  1959.  Comment  on  the  death  rate  will  be 
found  on  page  6  of  the  report. 

It  is  unlikely,  in  the  absence  of  any  serious  epidemic, 
that  the  death  rate  will  vary  to  any  degree  from  year  to  year. 
There  are,  however,  appreciable  differences  in  the  death  rates 
for  individual  age  groups,  taking  the  country  as  a  whole,  for 
example,  41  per  cent  of  all  deaths  in  the  age  group  15-24  are 
caused  by  road  traffic  accidents. 

The  proportion  of  the  elderly  in  the  community  continues 
to  increase  and  it  has  been  est  .imated  that  persons  aged  65 
years  and  over  amount  to  nearly  12  per  cent  of  the  total 
population  of  the  country.  The  welfare  of  such  a  large 
proportion  becomes  an  increasing!  responsibility  for  the  younger 
wage  earning  members  of  the  population.  Continued  employment 
of  those  over  the  normal  retiring  age  of  65  years,  provided 
they  are  physically  and  mentally  fit,  will  help  to  minimise 
this  financial  and  physical  burden. 

The  expectation  of  life  shows  no  change  since  1954?  and 
it  is  stated  to  be  69  years  for  a  man  and  74  years  for  a  woman. 
Greater  numbers  are  however  reaching  these  age  levels  as  the 
health  of  the  population  improves;  in  other  words  the  pop¬ 
ulation  has  "grown  up  or  aged". 
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The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr,  Paul  Mann  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  provides  an 
invaluable  service  in  the  investigation  and  control  of  infectious 
diseases.  It  is  only  by  the  regular  and  routine  bacteriological 
examination  of  water  supplies,  milk,  foods  etc,  and  pathological 
specimens,  that  the  health  of  the  public  is  maintained  at  its 
present  high  level.  The  biological  examination  of  milk,  however 
should  not  be  unduly  emphasised  as  a  means  to  prevent  infection 
of  milk. 

The  continued  provision  of  a  pure  water  supply,  clean  food, 
air,  good  housing  and  adequate  nutrition  associated  with  a  high 
rate  of  immunisation  against  the  more  serious  infectious  diseases 
will  maintain  the  present  excellent  state  of  public  health. 

On  subsequent  pages,  detailed  statistics  on  birth  and  death 
rates,  causes  of  death  etc.,  and  the  prevalance  and  control  of 
infectious  diseases,  will  be  found.  An  attempt  has  also  been 
made  to  clarify  the  complex  legislation  pertaining  to  the 
production  and  distribution  of  milk,  and  the  use  of  the  special 
designations  applied  to  milk.  The  report  by  Nr.  Pierce,  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  includes  comment  on  the  inspections 
carried  out  and  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  investigation 
by  his  staff  during  the  year,  a  most  valuable  contribution  to  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  public  health. 
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Area  (in  acres)  .................  58,090 


Population  ...  .  ......  10,380 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  i960 

(according  to  the  Rate  Booh)  ........  3,090 

Rateable  Value  at  31.12.60  ........  £110,842 


Estimated  sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  .  .  £446. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Leg  it  kina  te 

91 

117 

208 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Total 

J2 

121 

214 

Crude  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  .........  20.6 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  .......  21.2 

per  1000  of  the  population 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .......  17,1 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area  are 
included  in  the  population  figure  shown  under  the  heading 
"General  Statistics".  To  make  an  approximate  allowance 
for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  England  &  Wales  as  a  whole,  t  « 
the  crude  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  Rural  District  are 
to  be  multiplied  by  a  "comparability  factor"  given  by  the 
Registrar  General.  The  above  statistics  have  been  so 
corrected. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Five  still  births  were  recorded  during  i960.  The  rate 
per  1000  tocfcal  live  and  still  births  is  22.8.  The  Comparative 
Rate  for  England  &  Wales  for  i960  is  given  as  19.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Males _ _ _  Females  Total 

Legitkmate  2  24 

Illegitimate  -  _  _ - _ ~ _ 

Total  2 _ 2  4 _ 

The  above  children  died  during  their  first  week  of  life. 

Rate  per  1000  live  births  ..............  .18.6 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . . .  21,7 


DEATHS 
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Deaths  recorded  in  the  Rural  District  during  i960 
were  as  follows 

Males _  Females _ Total 

52  42  94 

Orude  Death  Rate  for  the  District . .  ....  8*0 

per  1000  of  the  population. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  for  the  District  . . 8.1 

per  1000  of  the  population. 
Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales . .  .11*5 

The  death  rate  for  i960  is  considerably  less  than  the  rate 
for  1959  which  v/as  11.9  pen  1000  of  the  population.  This 
decrease  has  been  occasioned  principally  to  a  drop  in  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  C  ncer  and  Heart  Disease. 

ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Males 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  - 
Tuberculosis,  other  - 
Syphilitic  disease  - 
Diphtheria  - 
Whooping  Cough  - 
Meningococcal  infections  - 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  - 
Measles  - 
Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases  - 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  3 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  4 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  - 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  4 


Leukaemia,  aleukaemr’a  - 

Diabetes  - 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  7 

Coronary  disease , angina  7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  - 

Other  heart  disease  8 

Other  circulatory  disease  3 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  3 

Bronchitis  2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  - 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  - 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  - 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  - 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  4 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  - 

All  other  accidents  2 

Suicide  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  - 


52 


Females  Total 


1 

4 

3 

1 

6 

3 

11 

4 

l 


3 

5 

4 

7 

1 

13 

10 

19 

7 

4 

2 

l 


1 

3 

3 

1 


3 

1 

7 

5 

2 


42 


TOTAL 


94 


r 


#1 
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7. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  i960  with  comparative  figures 
for  each  year  since  1956. 


1256 

_ i2£Z_ 

 1958 

.  1959 

I960 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 

DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

5 

5 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

9 

11 

11 

13 

13 

12 

12 

Diphtheria 

ram 

— 

— 

Measles 

7 

7 

266 

266 

68 

68 

66 

66 

1 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

mmm 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

(Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

1 

mmt 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

13 

1 

1 

28 

9 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

M 

f»n 

r» 

— 

\  — 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox 

Para.  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

mm 

Typhoid 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

a 

8 

1 

1 

— 

mm 

Food  Poisoning. 

5 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL: 

23 

20  291 

291 

104 

100  71 

71  43 

24 

Luring  November,  a  number  of  children  attending  the 
Charlton  Park  School  were  reported  as  suffering  from 
intestinal  upset.  The  illness  was  very  brief  and  there 
was  no  association  with  food0  The  outbreak  was  considered 
to  be  a  form  of  iinfluenza. 

The  above  statistics  concern  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
certified  by  G-eneral  Practitioners.  In  addition,  from  time 
to  time,  information  is  received  from  Head  Teachers,  The 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals  and 
other  sources,  of  suspected  cases  of  infections  and  enquiries 
are  made  as  a  result  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  A 
proportion  of  these  suspected  cases  ore  ultimately  confirmed 
and  the  necessary  action  is  taken  to  prevent  further  spread. 
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New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  confirmed  by 
the  Chest  Physician  during  i960  are  as  follows,  together  with 
comparative  totals  for  previous  years  since  1949* 

NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURINO 


YEAR _ _ _ _ _  PULMONARY _ N  ON  -PULM  ONARY  TOTAL 


1949 

3 

— 

3 

1950 

3 

4 

7 

1951 

6 

— 

6 

1952 

3 

2 

5 

1953 

8 

8 

1954 

7 

4 

11 

1955 

5 

mm 

5 

1956 

4 

— 

4 

1957 

2 

1 

3 

1958 

7 

1 

8 

1959 

4 

2 

6 

I960 

..   .  3 

2 

5 

NEW  CASES  AND 

MORTALITY  DURING  I960 

ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Periods 

Resp. 

Non- 

-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp 

M. 

F. 

M. 

Fo 

M. 

F.  M.  Fe 

0 

1 

3 

15 

1 

25 

1 

33 

1 

43 

1 

35 

65  upwards. 

1 

TOTALS 

1 

2 

2 

mm* 

mm  —m  mm 

In  addition 

to  the 

new 

cases 

notified 

each 

year,  a  certain 

proportion  of  tuberculous  persons  either  move  into  the  district 
or  move  out.  According  to  the  Register  of  Tuberculous  Persons 
the  following  notified  and  confirmed  cases  were  living  in  the 
Rural  District  at  the  end  of  I960, 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

25 

24 

“W 

N  on-Pulmona ry 

. 9  .  . 

.  . . 5  . 

14 

Total 

54 

29 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Sherston  area 
appeared  relatively  high  in  March  and  representations  were 
made  to  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer*  It  was  arranged 
that  the  school  children  should  be  Heaf  tested  and  that  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  should  visit  the  neighbourhood.  A 
number  of  children  with  strong  positive  reactions  were 
followed  up  by  the  Chest  Physician,  but  no  active  tuberculosis 
was  evident.  The  results  of  Mass  Radiography  were  equally 
satisfactory. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  i960  became 
effective  on  the  1st  January,  1961  and  have  occasioned 
considerable  discussion;  it  is  therefore  opportune  that  an 
attempt  be  made  to  clarify,  at  the  risk  of  some  over  simpli¬ 
fication  the  legislation  and  the  attendant  administrative 
problems.  The  Milk  (Special  Designations) Regulations,  i960 
must  be  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  Milk  &  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations,  1959  which  are  concerned  with  the 
methods  of  production,  storage,  handling  and  distribution  of 
milk  and  the  protection  of  milk  against  infection. 

2,  The  Milk  &  Dairies  (G-eneral)  Regulations,  1959  and  The  Milk 
(Special  Designa tions Regulations ,  i960  were  made  jointly  by 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  and  the  Minister 
of  Health.  .  The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food 
keeps  a  register  of  farmers  and  dairy  farms,  and  grants  the 
producers  licences;  these  last  for  five  years.  The  Minister 
formulates  certain  requirements  to  be  observed  by  the  producer 
in  respect  of  an  Attested  Herd  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals 

Act,  1950  and  makes  Orders  connected  with  the  control  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

3.  Licences  to  sell  milk  named  ''Tuberculin  Tested",  "Pasteurised" 

or . "Sterilised"  are  now  to  be  issued  by  the  Wilts.  County  Council; 

prior  to  the  new  Regulations,  these  were  issued  by  Local  District  * 
Authorities . 

4«  Local  District  Authorities  are  required  to  keep  a  Register  of 
persons. carrying  on  the  trade  of  distributor  and  premises  used 
as  dairies.  (Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959).  Any 
person  who  wishes  to  be  registered  as  a  distributor  of  milk 
must  apply  in  writing  to  the  Local  District  Authority.  The 
Local  District  Authority  is  concerned  with  those  Regulations 
relating  to  the  protection  of  milk  from  contamination  or  infection, 
in. its  storage,  handling  or  bottling,  or  distribution  from  a 
dairy . .  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a  Local  District 
Authority  has  important  duties  to  perform,  principally  concern¬ 
ing  the  steps  to  be  taken  should  he  have  satisfactory  evidence 
that  a  milk  supply  has  caused  disease  in  a  human  being,  or  is 
infected  with  a  disease  communicable  to  man,  or  whenever  he  has 
knowledge  that  chose  engaged  in  the  production  or  distribution 
of  milk  are  suffering  from  or  have  been  in  contact  with  a 

notifiable  disease,  or  a  disease  liable  to  cause  infection  of 
milk. 

5.  The  various  designated  milks  sold  must  at  all  times  satisfy 
certain  laboratory  tests0  It  is  for  this  reason  that  samples 

of  milk  are  taken  for  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Samples  may  be  taken  by  an  Authorised  Officer,  ie  a  Veterinary 
Officer  ov  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  results  give  evidence 
that  production  and  distribution  methods  are  satisfactory,  or 
otherwise,  and  that  pasteurising  or  sterilisation  methods  are 
adequate.  Obviously  the  greater  the  number  of  samples  taken  , 
the  more  likely  are  the  failures  to  be  detected*  Ho  guidance 
is  given  in  the  Regulations  as  to  the  frequency  of  sampling. 

6.  Milk  may  be  infected  by  the  cow,  ie  the  diseases  of  Tuberculosis, 
or  Brucellosis  (Undulant  Fever),  A  milch  cow  suffering  from 
either  of  these  may  convey  the  infection  by  her  milk  and  the 
prevention  of  these  infections  in  man  rests  in  either  the 
elimination  of  the  disease  in  cattle  or  alternatively,  in  the 
efficient  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation  of  all  milk  for 

human  consumption.  It  is  an  offence  to  sell  milk  for  human 
consumption  from  any  cow,  which  to  the  knowledge  of  the  owner, 
has  given  tuberculous  milk  or  is  suffering  from  emaciation  due 
to  tuberculosis,  or  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder.  (Food  & 

Drugs  Act,  1955  Section  31 ) .  It  is  also  an  offence  under 
Section  31  to  sell  milk  for  human  consumption  from  a  cow 
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contd 

7. 


8. 


9. 
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suffering  from  any  infection  of  the  udder  or  teats  which 
is  likely  to  convey  disease  (Third  Schedule  Section  31). 

Samples  of  milk  for  biological  examination;,  ie  an 
examination  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  contain  the 
organisms  of  bovine  Tuberculosis,  or  Brucellosis,  require 
an  interval  of  six  weeks  before  the  examination  can  be 
concluded  and  before  a  report  can  be  received.  During 
the  interval,  the  offending  animal  or  animals,  may  have 
gone  dry,  stopped  excreting  or  have  been  removed  from  the 
herd,  and  it  is  impossible  therefore,  after  six  weeks  to 
take  either  action  under  Part  Vll  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations,  1959?  or  even  decide  whether  the 
current  supply  is  infected.  The  Milk  &  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations'*,  1959  do  not  make  reference  to  these  biological 
investigations.  It  should  be  appreciated  that  although 
a  Public  Health  Inspector  or  Veterinary  Officer  may  take 
samples  for  biological  examinations,  these  activities  do 
not  prevent  the  infection  of  milk.  The  results  of  the 
biological  examinations  merely  confirm  or  deny  the  fact 
that  the  particular  sample  when  taken,  was  or  was  not 
infected  with  pathogenic  organisms;  if  infected,  the  total 
milk  it  represents  would  have  been  consumed  for  some  time 
before  the  laboratory  report  is  received. 

It  will  be  apparent,  since  the  Local  District  Authority  has 
no  responsibility  concerning  the  maintenance  of  animal 
health,  the  registration  of  dairy  farms,  or  authority . over 
methods  of  milk  production,  that  the  control  and  elimination 
of  diseases  of  animals  communicable  to  man,  for  example 
Tuberculosis  or  Brucellosis,  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  and  the  Wilts, 

County  Council  (Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  Sec,  31  Sixth  Schedule 

Sec,  57) 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  result  of  the  biological  examination 
of  milk  is  principally  of  value  to  the  owner  of  the  herd  and 
the  Veterinary  Officer,  the  Wilts,  County  Council  and  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food,  The  sample  for 
biological  examination  should  also  be  taken  from  the  cow;  if 
taken  from  the  bottle  of  milk  in  distribution  to  the  consumer, 
it  is  impossible,  especially  after  an  interval  of  six  weeks 
to  trace  the  guilty  cot/.  In  the  meantime,  the  infected  milk, 
if  such  is  the  case,  has  been  consumed  as  stated  in  7  above. 

Recent  issues  of  the  British  Medical  Journal  and  the  Monthly 
Bulletin  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  quote  incidences  of  human  tuberculous  infection  from 
the  consumption  of  milk  from  attested  herds.  The  following 
examples  will  illustrate  the  point. 

Routine  tuberculin  tests  of  an  attested  herd  revealed 
six  reactor  cows,  one  of  these  was  found  on  postmortem 
examination  to  have  a  tuberculous  udder.  Subsequent 
retesting  after  two  months  revealed  19  more  reactors. 

It  was  suspected  that  a  cow  sold  from  the  farm  to  a. 
knacker  prior  to  testing  may  have  been  the  origination 
of  the  herd  infection.  Two  months  later,  a  general 
practitioner  informed  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that 
a  child  living  in  one  of  the  farm  cottages  receiving 
raw  milk  from  the  farm,  had  developed  signs  indicative 
of  tuberculous  infection;  her  sister  was  also  probably 
infected.  A  second  family  in  an  ad  joining  cottage 
has  also  received  a  regular  supply  of  raw  milk  from  the 
same  farm  and  gave  strongly  positive  tuberculin  tests. 
Fortunately  the  bulk  of  the  milk  from  the  herd  had  been, 
sent  daily  for  pasteurisation  before  retail  to  the  public. 

A  second  instance  came  to  light  following  the  slaughter 
of  a  cow  from  an  attested  herd.  The  cow  was  founo  o 
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10  be  affected  by  tuberculosis,  although  six  months  previously 

contd.  all  the  herd,  including  the  cow,  had  been  found  negative  on 
testing.  Subsequent  enquiry  revealed  that  the  cow  had 
sutfered  from  clinical  mastitis  three  months  before  slaughter 
and  had  probably  been  excreting  tubercles  abaci  Hi  in  her  milk 
for  about  six  weeks  before  the  evidence  of  mastitis  appeared,, 

The  May,  1961  issue  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  directed  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council,  describes  an  outbreak  of 
tuberculous  adenitis  in  children  following  the  consum-ption 
of  "T.T.  milk”  supplied  to  the  local  school.  Subsequent 
to  the  diagnosis  of  the  infection,  the  herd  was  investigated 
by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  who  discovered  31  of 
the  128  cattle  in  the  herd  were  positive  reactors.  An  old 
cow  had  previously  been  removed  to  the  knackers  yard  and 
calves  fed  from  this  cow  were  found  to  be  positive,  .reactors 


Incidents  such  as  these  are  iortuna.tely  not  common,  but  were 
commonplace  30  years  ago.  Pasteurisation  of  milk  and  the 
Attested  Herd  Scheme  have  made  these  types  of  infection  rare 
but,  until  there  can  be  more  stringent  control  of  the  safety* 
of  milk  production,  especially  in  areas  where  milk  is  drunk 
raw,  extension  of  pasteurisation  is  desirable  to  safeguard 
public  health.  It  is  apparent  that  the  designation  of  milk 
as  Tuberculin  Tested”  cannot,  in  the  absence  of  pasteurisation 
guarantee  100  per  cent  freedom  from  infection.  It  should 
also  be  remembersdthat  T.T.  Herds  may  be  infected  with  Brucellosi 
an  infection  which  causes Undulant  Pever  in  those  human  beings 
who  drink  raw  milk  from  such  a  source. 

11.  Milk  is  an  admirable  medium  for  the  growth  of  pathogenic 

microbes  and  may  be  infected  by  the  cow  with  other  diseases 
in  addition  to  Tuberculosis  and  Undulant  Pever.  The  early 
detection  of  infections  in  dairy  herds  cannot  be  effectively 
carried  out  by  Officers  of  a  Local  District  Authority. 

Freedom  of  infection  of  raw  T.T.  milk  on  sale  to  the  public 
is  a  responsibility  of  the  producer  and  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Pood  and  the  Veterinary  Officer. 
Sampling  by  a  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the  periphery  of 
distribution  does  not  prevent  the  infection  of  milk  by  the 
cow,  and,  as  previously  stated,  the  Laboratory  result'  only 
makes  one  wise  after  the  event. 

12.  It  will  be  apparent  that  the  legislation  concerning  milk 

production  and  distribution  is  complex  and  that,  at  present 
several  individual  authorities  are  involved  in  its  admin¬ 
istration;  it  should  be  appreciated  also,  that  the  production, 
storage,  handling  and  distribution  of  milk  pays  no  regard 
to  local  district  boundaries  or  to  county  council  boundaries 
for  that  matter,  ie  a  milk  may  be  produced  in  one  authorities 
area,  bottled  in  another,  and  distributed  in  yet  another. 

Milk  may  be  pasteurised  in  one  county  and  sold  over  the  border 
in  another. 

13*  Samples  01  milk  failing  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  indicate 

that  the  standards  of  cleanliness  observed  in  the  production 
and/  or  distribution  of  milk  are  not  satisfactory.  The 
Local  District  Authority,  on  receipt  of  a  sample  failure, 
investigates  the  dairy  concerned  in  its  methods  of  bottling 
and  distribution  and  at  the  same  time  notifies  the  Divisional 
Executive  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
&  Pood  at  Gloucester  in  order  that  he  may  make  arrangements 
for  an  enquiry  into  production  methods  at  the  farm  concerned, 
if  he  considers  this  advisable. 


r  t 


■.  I'  !••■ 
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13  Samples  of  pasteurised,  milk  failing  the  Phosphatase  test 

cont  and  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  are  refered  to  the  Wilts. 

County  Council;  whenever  bacteriological  reports  on  milk 
samples  reveal  the  actual  or  presumptive  presence  of 
organisms  pathogenic  to  man,  informal  arrangements  are 
made  for  pasteurisation  of  the  suspected  milk  pending 
further  enquiry. 

14.  In  a  Circular  87/49  dated  7  Sep  49,  the  Minister  of  Health 
stresses  the  need  for  co-operation  with  the  Divisional 
Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricultur ©j&Fisheries 
and  also  /or  co-operation  between  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  County  Districts  and  the  relevant  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  both  because  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Councils  in  relation  to  Sec  25  Pood  &  Drugs  Act ,1938 
(now  Sec.  31  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1955)  and  the  desirability  of 
avoiding  duplication  01  sampling  milk  for  biological  examin¬ 
ation. 

Sampling  of  milk  for  the  various  statutory  tests  is  essential 
to  ensure  that  the  milk  on  sale  to  the  public  conforms  to  the 
standards .  required  by  lav/,  nevertheless,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
too  much  importance  should  ncct  be  given  to  these  procedures 
for  the  reasons  stated.  No  amount  of  sampling  can  take  the 
place  of  the  stringent  control  of  animal  health  and  the 
frequent  inspection  by  authorised  officers  of  the  means  of 
production,  handling,  storage  and  distribution  of  milk  for 
sale  to  the  public. 
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rnwmi'ttt* f0i1+uinf  report  was  made  the  Public  Health 
Committee  of  the  Council  on  the  14  Dec  60. 


A 

A 


r1i  „+  .  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall,  in  respect 
Dracth4i°r  whxch  he  1S  appointed  "inform  himself 


of 

s 


'n'P'D  -f  n  nnhl  ^  ^  -Lll-L  JI  Ill  I-L i-iiib  b _L1  ci  S  I 

P^CtJC?l3le?  respecting  all  matters  affecting  or  likelv 
affect  thp  .  ,  .  .  u  ux  J--I-Kf=;iy 


the 

far 


as 


0  ,p_p  ,  ,  '  JT - “*J-0  muuucj.D  ax  X  C 

affect  the  public  health  in  the  district  and  he 
c  civise  tne  Local  Authority  on  any  such  matter"  . 


to 


prepared  to 


Off i c e r 6 nf4  X  « i  +  u  ®n.extgot  fr°“  duties  of  a  Medical 
1959.  f  H  lth  deflned  m  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regs, 


of  the  North  West 


The  establishment  of  the  "Shadow  Board" 
i  ilts  Water  Board  has  occasioned  an  anomaly, 

invest i4ti on srnf°ththe  (?01!im;Lttee  wil1  remember  that  during  the 
P»  S  mu  V  nlte?“rces  at  Corston  and  Charlton 

several  reunrtf  Jff4Dept+i'aS  actlvely  engaged  and  I  made 
several  reports  to  the  Committee  as  the  work  proceeded. 

I  am  not  clear  as  to  my  responsibilities  either  durinp-  the 
formation  oi  the  Water  Board  or  after  the  Water  Board  has  in 

1936  PortmiVfwa?llSQeCl’-,hWlnS  regard  t0  the  Public  Health  Act 
v  tl  ft1V  iWate r  Supply)  Section  111  which  states  "It  shall 

tim^snc^st^  6Very  l0Sal  Authorlty  -  (i)  to  take  from  time  to 
snf-1  Wh  tepa  a®  may  be  necessary  for  ascertaining  the 

district" 3  ^  wholesomeness  of  water  supplies  within  their 

P  r?Sire  as  to  my  responsibility  as  a  District 

ledical  Officer  of  Health  if  I  am  to  advise  the  Council  according 
to  Section  111  Public  Health  Act,  19360  accruing 

(i)  When  the  Water  Board  is  established,  will  the  Water 

R  +  ^al  District  Council,  be  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  periodic  routine  ba cteri ological 


(ii) 


inve ot iga t i ons  of  the  water  supplied  to 


and  chemical 
the  public? 

If  the  Water  Board  is  to  be  the  responsible  Authority 
who  will  advise  the  Water  Board  on  the  results  of  the 
bacteriologioai  and  chemical  examinations  as  I  advise 
the  Council  at  present;  also  who  will  take  the 
necessary  routine  samples? 

(iii)When  established,  will  the  Water  Board  advise  the 

Council  on  further  projects  aimed  at 
the  development  of  additional  water  sources  in  the 
area  of  the  Runal  District? 

The  Laboratories  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  receive  and  report  on  all  samples  of  water 
taken  i or  bacteriological  examination.  Will  the 
Water  Board  use  these  facilities  or  establish  central 
laboratories  for  this  particular  routine  enquiry? 


(iv) 


If  these  laboratories 
as  a  District  Medical  Officer 
the  laboratory  reports? 


3^£  established,  will  I  receive, 
of  Health,  copies  of 


„ooqi  Jf  ?'tx°n.of  bhe  abo  e  Queries  is  necessary  as  soon  as 

nil  h1  ’  thaf  ®. £lrm  P°llcy  and  procedure  may  be  established 
and  the  responsibilities  of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Rural 
District  Council  defined  for  the  future,, 

A  report  dated  5  Dec  60  was  presented  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  on  the  precautions  necessary  to  ensure  that 
the  public  continued  to  receive  a  pure  and  wholesome  supply 
of  water  during  the  Engineers  proposed  investigations  at  the 
Corston  and  Charlton  Park  sources.  These  investigations 
included  additional  22"  diameter  boreholes  with  subseauent 
j'S+J  pumping.  The  Public  Health  Committee  resolved  on  the 
loth.  January,  1961  to  adopt  these  recommendations. 
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of  piped  walertL°Lbe?yeto0th°giCa^I'ep0rtS  °n  Sam^les 
the  report  of  the  Chief  Public'  H^h^ec^orf ^  ^ 

additional C?mpbe11  f°r  the  following 

District  lnlorraatl°n  on  the  water  supply  to  the  Rural  ‘ 


Sources 


Mill^Irm  'in"0'1!6  ln  viliage  of  Corston  near 
lonb  P  diameter  borehole  to  depth  of 

-r  i9  caa  Qiameter  submersible  pump  28  H.P. 

ica^v5^^1^  °ap®city  per  hour*>  automat- 
Dnr1,  y  ontrolled*  Supply  is  pumped  to 

HouseUrTeviTTWe?Qn?PPraX^ately  *  raile  from  P^P 
house,  i.v/.L.  390  and  150,000  gallons  capacity. 


Charlton 
spring  bas 
Duplicate 
units  each 
automatica 


i s  pumpe  d 
from  pump 
capacity. 


situate  in  Charlton  Park,  covered 
in  with  pumping  station  adjacent, 

^  u*P,  bentrei ugal  electric  pumping 
o.  10,000  gallons  per  hour  capacity 
Ily controlled  from  water  tower.  Supply 
o  Whychurch  Tcw/er,  approximately  4  mile 
house, T0 W0 L.  390?  and  100,000  gall  ons 


~  (Present  pumping  units) 


Corst  on 

Chalrtcn 

■» 


Average  daily 
demand- ga  11  s' 

200,000 

86,000 


Maximum 

Pumping 

264,000 
198,000 


Chlorination  Weekly  examination  by  Public  Health  Dept. 
Bulk  supplies  from  adjoining  authorities. 

y°ot^-BfS8ett  a.D.n,  -  bulk  supplies 
annum 4  lton  aPProximately  35,000,000  galls  per 

f?4tniUpY  Council.  -  bulk  supplies  to 

of  St  Paul  m3i  P°xley  Eoad  areas  in  the  parish 

qnn  nWP  bM  lmesbury  With°ut,  approximately  4, 

900,000  gallons  per  annum.  9 


Bulk  Supply  ei Th  orupd__to_ Caine  &  Chippenham  R.D.C 

Malmesbury  R.D.C, 
village 

gallons  per  annum. 


•it  _  afford  a  bulk  supply  to  the 

fbh!  °f  Seaery  of  approximately  22,000,000 


Private  Supplies 


Supply  in  dotal  1  -  The  Bristol  Y/aterworks  Co.  (West 
Gloucestershire  Division)  supply  the  following 
parishes  in  the  Rural  District  in  detail:-  Brokenborough 
Poxley  and  Horton,  Luckington,  Sherston  and  Sopworth.® 


C^ielworth  Windmill  supply  from  well  situate  near 
Pinnignr  Bottom,  Crudwell  supplying  5  farms  and  17 
,ouses  and  cottages.  Supply  is  chlorinated. 

Chy, aglow  source,  borehole  situated  at  Tuners  Lane 

suoulvi1:-  f  t0  Tower  at  Chedglow harm?  ’ 

chlorinated. fa™  ^  14  houses  and  cottages  -  not 


-4 


. 


— 
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hh.stqhhiiIhhY  -  Well  supply  situate  near  River  Avon  at 
Brans down  Bottom,  Easton  Grey.  Water  is  raised  to 
storage  tank  situate  in  Westonbirt  Road,  supplies  1 
Ma^?  l_n2  30.  houses  and  cottages.  Supply  is  chlorinated, 
vi  .in  extension  in  progress,,  Supply  for  Bristol  Water- 

196lS  C°*  Wl11  bS  available  ta  all  properties  early  in 

Charlton.  -  E state  supply  from  mains  fed  from  Charlton 
spring  basin,  supplying  two  farms,  19  houses  and 
cottages  and  estate  buildings.  Not  chlorinated, 

-•  ■■ln|,aric,y  “  Estate  supply  from  well  near  River  Avon, 

Pinkney  supplying  Pinkney  Park  House,  cottages  and 
buildings.  Not  chlorinated. 

V/illusiey  -  Supplied  in  detail  by  Westonbirt  Estate  piped 
to  village  and  serving  two  farms  and  21  houses.  Supply 
is  chlorinated  at  source. 

“  Wel1  supply  pumped  to  storage  tank  supplying 
chlorina ted°USe °  1  faTm  and  10  bous  es  anb  cottages.  Not 

Adequacy  of  Sources 

Cor st on  source  -  No  shortage  was  experienced  at  this 

source  and  normal  pumping  level  was  maintained  in  "borehole 
throughout  the  year. 

P.frarlton  source  -  No  shortage  was  experienced  at  this  source 
throughout  tteyefr^61  ^  maintained  in  sPrin8  cumber 

-■■vf: — Aor ks  under  construction,  during  year 

r.V4-o-h|  3,f  diameter  main  at  Ashton  Keynes  Road,  Minety  was 
Farm?ded  f°r  3°°  yards  to  afford  a  direct  supply  to  Grange 


The  section  of  3” 
Brinkworth,  which 
re-occurring 
to  Braydonside  Road 


diameter  spun  iron  main  at  Braydonside, 
was  subject  to  corrosion  and  consequent 
bursts,  was  relaid  from  the  end  of  York  Lane 
for  a  distance  of  680  yards. 


A  3"  diameter  main  was  extended  from  Knockdown 
oi  Willesley  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Go.  and 

July,  i960. 


to  the  village 
completed  in 


Distribution 


The  parishes  of  Brinkworth,  Minety  and  part  of 
are  supplied  in  bulk  from  the  Cricklade  &  Wootton 
R.E.C.  from  mains  of  4”,  3"  and  2"  diameter. 


Charlt  on 
Bassett 


The  parishes  of  Brokenb 
She rs ton  and  Sopworth  are 
Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  who 


orough,  Foxley  and  Norton, Luckingt 
within  the  statutory  area  of  the 
supply  in  detail. 


on 


The  Foxley  Road  and  Portmeadow  areas  and  Bristol  Road 

are  supplied  in  bulk  from  Malmesbury  Borough  by  3"  diameter 
rna  12ns  $ 


The  remainder  of  the  parishes  in  the  district 
from  the  Corston  and  Charlton  sources  through  the 
towers  at  Rodbourne  and  Whychurch  by  8!f  ,7*'  6"  h,f 
diameter  mains.  '  5  ’ 


are  supplied 
service 
and  3" 
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Population  10,380 

Private  houses  owned  by 

Service  Departments  170 

Total  houses  3  244 

Houses  supplied  hy  Rural  Dist. 

Council,  2,199 

Houses  supplied  hy  other 

authorities  796 

Private  Supplies  190 

Total  houses  supplied  with  water  3,185 
Estimated  percentage  population 

supplied 

By  Rural  District  Council  70,  0C% 

Other  Authorities  22.64% 

tf  Private  supplies  5.32% 

97.96% 

New  connections  made  during  year  48 
No  Plumho-solvency  properties 

present. 


98 . 18% 


Parish 

Brinkworth 
Brokenhorough 
Charlton 
Crudwell 
Dauntsey 
Easton  Grey 
Great  Somerford 
Hanker ton 
Hullavington 
Lea  &  Cleverton 
Lte  Somerford 
Luckingt on 
M  ine  ty 

Poxley  &  Norton 
Oaksey 

St.  Paul  Without 
Sherst on 
Sopworth. 


Hses 

in 

Parish 

Hses  with 

piped 

supplies 

Populat 

supplie 

327 

323 

1030 

134 

133 

44o 

128 

102 

360 

224 

142 

460 

134 

132 

428 

35 

4 

16 

189 

161 

490 

66 

47 

160 

264 

255 

820 

183 

175 

570 

89 

87 

276 

157 

160 

481 

255 

248 

800 

47 

44 

136 

147 

127 

410 

449 

442 

1420 

399 

376 

12  00 

ZL 

.37 

12  0 

JSMt 

2995 

.  ....9817 

Private 

piped 

supplies 


Population 
on  private 
piped  supp, 


24  73 

80  230 

31  97 

4 

2 

7  17 


3  14 

11  38 

3  12 

23  69 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Prom  time  to  time  complaints  are  received  hy  the  Public 
Health  Department  on  nuisances  caused  by  offensive  effluents 
reaching  roads,  ditches  etc.  The  extending  provision  of 
piped  water  supplies  throughout  the  Rural  District  and  the 
general  demand  for  baths,  indoor  sanitation  etc.  will 
inevitable . cause  an  increase  in  the  number  of  these  complaints. 
Tne  attention  of  the  Council  is  drawn  to  my  report  dated  22 
May  38  when  the  problems  associated  with  sewage  disposal  and 
an  appreciation  of  future  trends,  were  given  in  detail. 

Further  details  on  the  Council* s  sewage  disposal  works  and 
future  proposals  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


IMMUNISATION 
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I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett,  County  Medical 
Officer  for  the  following  information. 


( a )  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation . 


Completed  injections 

during  i960: 

Persons  born 

Second 

Third 

~46o 

1943/1960 

150 

1933/1942 

71 

295 

Before  1933?  but  who 

had  not  reached  40  yrs 

of  age. 

176 

46 

Expectant  mothers 

4 

26 

Others 

3 

7 

Arrangements  were  extended  in  February,  i960  to  include  all 
persons  up  to  40  years  of  age,  from  which  time  it  was  impossible 
to  record  separately  expectant  mothers  as  they  can  now  register 
merely  under  their  age  groups. 

( "k )  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation . 

The  following  children  received  primary  immunisation 
during  i960. 

under  1  yr  Ages  1-4  .vrs  Ages  7-14  yrs  Total 

190  77  14  281 

Total  immunised  child  population  as  at  3 lola.60 

Ages  0-4  yrs  Ages  9-14  .vrs  Total 

489  1512  ~  2001 

( c)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  following  children  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox 
during  I960.  " 

Under  1  yr  1.-4  yrs  5-15.vrs  +  Total 

77  9  5  *  "91“ 


REPORT  OF  PURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31ST  DECEMBER,  i960. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT . 


R.S.  Pierce, 

D.G.  Davis, 

R.T.  Baynham, 

C.C.  Matthews , 

J . H .  Humphreys  (Mrs . ) 
G.J.  Poulton  (Miss) 


Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Deputy  Surveyor. 

Additional  Public  Hearth  Inspector. 
Technical  Assistant. 

Clerical  Assistant . 

Clerical  Assistant. 


HOUSING. 

Council  Houses. 


has  cornmenced  on  the  erection  of  4  two-bedroomed  bungalows  at 
Church  Road,  Luckington. 

tenancy  ^ama'*'aes  were  accommodated  in  existing  houses  through  change  of 


No.  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  present  registered 
ihe  Council  own  517  dwellings  consisting  of:~ 

24  1  bedroomed  bungalows. 

43  2  "  n 

25  2  t!  houses. 

415  3  »  n 

10  4  ;s  n 


Maintenance  and  repair  of  Council  houses  has  been  carried  out 
almost  entirely  by  direct  labour,  6  men  being  employed.  The  repair  of 
electrical  installations  is  the  only  work  regularly  carried  out  by 
Contractors. 

^  ^Tho  average  cost  of  repair  and  maintenance  was  approximately 
^1 2,0,0,  per  house. 


Schemes  for  the  improvement  of  pre-war  Council  houses  by  the 
installation  of  hot  water  systems,  water  closets,  baths,  basins  etc. 
have  proceeded.  * 

During  the  year  under  review  work  has  been  completed  in  the  case  of 
8  houses  at  The  Street,  Brinkworth,  8  houses  at  Little  Somerford,  12  houses 
at  Knockdown  Road  and  8  houses  at  Easton  Town,  Sherston,  and  commenced  on 
o  houses  at  Church  Road,  Luckington. 

Up  to  the  end  of  i960,  56  houses  have  been  improved. 

14  Sa^aSes  have  been  built  at  Bendy  Bov/,  Oaksey  for  the  use  of  tenants 
of  the  houses  and  work  has  commenced  on  the  erection  of  10  garages  at 
St.  James,  Daunt sey. 

No.  of  inspections  of  occupied  Council  houses 

Private  Enterprise  Building. 


190 


1021 


No.  of  houses  completed  during  the  year 
No.  in  course  of  erection 


20 

20 


I 


. 


Administration  of  Building  Byelaws. 

[|° "  ° :l  plans  submitted  for  approval 
No.  of  plans  passed 

No.  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith 


Town  and  Country  Planning  Act.  1  iqAv 


The  Council  continued 
Wilts,  County  Council  with 


to  excercise  the  powers  delegated  by  the 
regard  to  development  control. 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No . 
No. 
No. 


of  applications  for  permission  to  develop 

approved  without  conditions 

approved  with  conditions 

of  applications  wi t h d r a wn 

of  applications  refused 

of  applications  not  yet  determined 

of  inspections  in  connection  therev/ith 


19 


126 

126 

642 


l4o 

60 

99 

4 

16 

3 

217 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  29th  Au^^t  loAn  •,  „  ,, 

provision  for  the  licensing  and  contr^o/^1^  ^ 

from  to  Let  4“  District’  the  numbers  of  caravans  ranging 

every 4asei'  AppllCatlons  fOT  a  new  licence  have  been  received  in 

maintained?1"^311  by  the  C°“  have  generally  been  well 


No.  of  inspections 


62 


Inspection  of  Dwellings. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


of  inspections  of  dwellings  for  defects  under  Housing 

~  ,  .....  n  Public  Health  Acts 

of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
iouiid  to  be  not  in  all  respects  fit 
of  dwellings  repaired  by  informal  action 
of  cases  of  statutory  action 
of  houses  demolished 
of  houses  closed 

of  overcrowded  dwellings  known  at  end  of  year 
of  undertakings  accepted 


or 


Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 
House  Purchase  and  Housing?  Act.  1959. 
Improvement  Grants.  “  ~ 


384 

33 

82 

68 

Nil 

10 

7 

Nil. 

32 


There  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
for  otandard  Grants  and  applications  for  Di 
in  consequence. 


in  the  number  of  applications 
scretionary  Grants  have  decreased 


Discretionary  Grants. 


No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

No.  of  applications  approved 

No.  of  applications  withdrawn 

No.  of  schemes  completed 

Average  grant  per  dwelling 


21 

21 

Nil 

24 

£320 


Standard  Grants. 
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No.  of  applications  received  30 
No.  of  applications  approved  30 
No.  of  applications  amenities  to  be  provided  - 

Baths  27 
Basins  28 
Hot  water  supplies  27 
Water  closets  29 
Foodstores  13 


WATER . 


During  the  year  the  following  samples  from  main  supplies  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination:- 


Source 

No.  of 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

samples. 

Charlton 

5 

5 

- 

Chelworth 

17 

11 

6 

Corston 

6 

6 

- 

Const on/Charlt on  main 

52 

50 

2 

Easton  Grey 

12 

12 

- 

Minety 

12 

12 

- 

Sherston 

12 

12 

- 

Westonbirt  main 

14 

12 

2 

130 

120 

10 

No.  of  inspections 

in  connection 

therewith 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  from  the  Chelworth  source  were  due  to 
the  temporary  breakdown  of  the  chlorination  plant,  and  the  defects  were 
remedied  as  soon  as  possible  after  detection. 

I  was  unable  to  discover  the  reasons  for  the  bad  reports  on  the 
Const on/Charlt on  main  or  Willesley  samples. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  installation  of  main  water  supplies  throughout  practically  the 
whole  of  the  District,  and  consequent  increase  in  drainage,  makes  the 
need  for  main  sewage  schemes  greater  than  ever. 

The  Council’s  policy  has  been  to  encourage  house  building  by  private 
enterprise  and  the  improvement  of  older  property  by  the  installation  of 
water  closets  and  baths,  the  only  possible  drainage  outfalls  in  many  cases 
at  present  being  cesspits  or  septic  tanks.  In  areas  with  pervious  sub¬ 
soil  effluent  disposal  by  soakage  is  reasonably  efficient  but  in  that  part 
of  the  District  with  a  clay  or  viator  logged  subsoil  the  tendency  is  growing 
for  ditches  and  water-courses  to  become  polluted,  with  consequent  complaints 
from  residents  in  the  vicinity. 

The  increasing  use  of  detergents  is  making  plant  maintenance  and  effluent 
disposal  oven  more  difficult  than  in  the  past. 

Until  such  time  as  sewage  schemes  can  bo  provided,  if  houses  are  to  be 
improved,  the  occupants  must  be  prepared  to  accept  a  certain  amount  of 
inconvenience  in  drainage  disposal. 
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The  oherston  sewage  disposal  plant  has  been  well  maintained  during 
the  year  and  samples  of  effluent  have  been  reported  to  be  excellent. 

vVork  on  the  Hullavington  scheme  commenced  in  February.  The 
completion  of  this  scheme  will  eliminate  one  of  the  worst  cases  of 
pollution  in  the  Rural  District,  particularly  as  it  has  now  been 
decided  to  include  the  treatment  of  drainage  from  the  8  farms  in  the 
village . 

A  scheme  for  Great  and  Little  Somerford  has  been  submitted  to 
the  wilts .  County  Council  and  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  approval  and  Caine  and  Chippenham  Rural  District  Council  have  been 
asked  to  make  provision  in  their  Regional  Scheme  for  the  treatment  of 
sewage  from  Startley  and  the  Daunt sey  Lock  -  Gwalletts  Gate  area. 

The  scheme  for  that  part  of  St.  Paul  Without  surrounding  the 
Borough  of  Malmesbury  has  been  revised  in  the  light  of  existing  and 
proposed  development  on  the  Foxley  and  Bristol  Road  sides  of  the  town 
and  approval  to  invite  tenders  has  been  received. 

No.  of  inspections  in  connection  with  sewage  disposal  6l4 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  is  now  collected  fortnightly,  by  direct  labour,  over  the. 
whole  of  the  Rural  District,  2  men  being  employed. 

The  volume  of  refuse  collected  continues  to  increase  and  is 
deposited  at  3  tips,  Hullavington  (owned  by  the  Council),  Sherston  and 
Oaksey  (by  agreement  with  the  owners). 

No  serious  difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  the  tips,  but  the 
finding  of  new  tipping  sites  when  the  present  ones  are  full  will  not  be 
easy.  There  is  room  at  Oaksey  for  a  few  months  tipping  and  attempts 
are  being  made  to  obtain  an  alternative  tip. 

Too  many  householders  continue  to  use  unsuitable  containers  for 
refuse.  A  covered  fly-proof  bin  should  be  provided  in  every  case. 

Mileage  covered  by  lorries  12,917 

No.  of  inspections  in  connection  with  refuse  collection  and  disposal  127 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Refuse  tips  have  been  treated  for  destruction  of  rats  as 
required. 

Private  premises  are  treated  without  charge,  on  request. 

No.  of  properties  inspected  for  infestations  l80 

No.  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  and  treated  92 

No.  of  visits  in  connection  therewith  262 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


34  visits  were  made  and  the  necessary  action  taken  following 
reported  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


NUISANCES. 


Regular  inspections  have  been  made  over  the  District  to  detect 
and  deal  with  nuisances.  It  has  not  b^en  necessary  to  recommend 
the  Council  to  take  statutory  action  in  any  case,  all  nuisances 
having  been  dealt  with  informally. 


No.  of  inspections 


184 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 
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Meat . 

During  the  year  considerable  improvements  were  carried  out  to 
bring  the  existing  slaughterhouse  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
Hygiene  &  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations,  i960.  The  Report  on 
slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  District  was  submitted  to  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  and  approved. 

The  3  butchers  shops  in  the  District  are  clean  and  in  good  condition. 
The  carcases  of  all  animals  slaughtered  were  examined. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 


\ 

Cattle 

;  exclud-  '  Cows  i  Calves 
:  ing  Cows ! 

i 

i  Sheep  i 

and  j  Pigs 
Lambs  j 

« 

j 

Horses 

! 

;  l 

Number  killed 

38  1 

i 

1 

2 

- 1 

Vj>1 

Vji 

|  35  !  nil  ! 

1 

Number  inspected 

I 

! 

38  !  1 

_ _ i _ 

2 

m 
j  m 

33 

r — — - - - 

1 

nil 

1 

All  diseases  except 

[Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 
jWhole  carcases 
j  condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
jsome  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 
Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
jtuberculosis  and 
(cysticerci 

* 

nil 

r 

1 

| 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

j 

1 

nil 

1 

nil 

nil 

1 

nil 

nil 

1.72 

...  -  -  -  -- 

nil 

, 

nil 

2.86 

nil 

nil 

L  i 

Tuberculosis  only: 

jWhole  carcases 

i  condemned. 

j 

Carcases  of  which 
[some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 
Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

nil 

1 

j 

nil 

J 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

i 

nil  nil 

! 

1 

nil 

i 

nil 

nil 

nil 

: 

! 

j 

nil  (  nil 

i 

: 

!  | 

nil  |  nil 

1 

1 

nil 

!  ! 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 

i  j 

some  part  or  organ  j  nil 

was  condemned. 

» 

t 

| 

nil  nil 

i 

..  - 

f 

1 

i 

nil  nil  ! 

I 

j _  _ 

nil 

r 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

nil 

i 

nil  j  nil 

( 

i 

I 

nil 

1 

— — — . — 

1 

j 

nil  j  nil 

- L - - 

Generalised  and 

»  1  :  •  j 

totally  condemned.  ,  nil  !  nil  ,  nil  ;  nil  j  nil  nil 


It  will'  be  observed  that  none  of  the  animals  slaughtered  was  found 
to  be  affected  by  Tuberculosis  and  that  the  number  in  any  way  diseased 
decreased. 


_  - 


Milk. 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  I960,  consolidated  and 
amended  existing  legislation  with  the  effect  that  from  1st  January,  196l 
dealer's  licences  will  no  longer  be  issued  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  have  been  responsible  for 
control  of  the  distribution  of  milk  but  not  for  production. 

4 
4 
3 

3 


Bakehouses. 


No.  of  registered  Distributors 

No.  of  licensed  Dealers  in  Pasteurised  milk 

No.  of  licensed  Dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 

No.  of  Dealers  with  supplementary  licence  to  use  designation 

Pasteurised 

No.  of  Dealers  with  supplementary  licence  to  use  designation 

Tuberculin  Tested 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises 


The  3  bakehouses  are  clean  and  generally  satisfactory. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

1  shop  is  registered  for  the  ss,le  of  fried  fish  and  is  satisfactory. 
Ice-Cream. 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  District,  and  all  sold  is  pre¬ 
packed  by  the  Makers. 

41 
32 

Public  Houses. 


No.  of  premises  registered  for  sa.le  of  ice-cream 
No.  of  inspections 


Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  the  provision  of  adequate  sanitary 
conveniences  and  cleansing  facilities  in  public  houses,  and  most  are  now 
satisfactory. 

No.  of  inspections  26 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  mobile  vehicles  operating  in  the  District  are  satisfactory. 

All  premises  in  the  District  used  for  the  sale  of  food  are  generally 
in  good  condition  and  well  maintained. 


Schedule  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District. 


Number.  Number  of 

Inspections. 


Butchers 

6 

Grocers  (including  General  Stores) 

37 

49 

Bakers 

3 

6 

Public  Houses 

34 

26 

Greengrocers 

1 

1 

Fish  and  Chips 

1 

1 

Restaurants  and  Canteens 

3 

7 

84  96 


CoVn 


2L± 


the  diseases  of  animals  (waste  foods)  order,  1957, 

All  premises  were  satisfactory,  2  having  temporarily  ceased  to 
carry  on  any  processing  of  waste  food. 

No.  of  premises  processing  at  the  end  of  the  year  b 

No.  of  visits  made  8 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

All  premises  sued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  carbide 
of  calcium  are  satisfactory. 

No.  of  premises  licensed  for  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  62 

No.  of  premises  licensed  for  storage  of  carbide  of  calcium  1 

No.  of  inspections  38 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  inspections  made  by  Officers 
of  the  Department  was  4,372 


c 


-  - - 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1939. 
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Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  1  of  the  Act. 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  hea.lth  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 


No .  on 
Register. 

Inspns. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  in  which 

Secs.  1,2,3)^  and  6- 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  L .  A .  '  s . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  not  in- 
eluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  L.A. 

23 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  L.A. 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises) . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

23 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  heading  during  the  year  under  review. 


3.  Part  VI 11  of  the  Act  (Cutwork)  -  Sections  110  and  111. 

c 


There  are  no  outworkers  living  in  the  Rural  District. 
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